
Qld Sub Districts Cricket Association

COVID-19 Precautions for Teams and Players 2020/21 Season

The overall aim is to prevent unnecessary exposure to infection.

Like any public activity Cricket can be shut down or fined heavily by government and 
health authorities if we do not follow good and safe practices.

So no matter how many sick people you see there is good reason to pay attention to this. 
Some of this may have legal force. Some of this will be non-negotiable. 

These suggestions are in addition to any new laws or Playing Conditions. They are not rules. 
You should expect that some of this may change over the course of the season. 

But to stay safe everybody needs to stick to this: umpires, players, spectators… 
If you think this does not apply to you, then you’re wrong.

This season certainly will be one to remember.

The four principles are:
 keep minimum 1.5m social distancing at all times
 wash your hands often and properly
 stay away if you're sick
 contact tracing
 These apply everywhere: work, school, gyms, pubs... you are used to this by now...

1. COVID-19 Safe Plans
 Each ground and club is required to have appropriate written plans and procedures in place. 
 Plans will be developed by each home club to suit local situations but there are minimum legal

requirements.
 It must be a public plan. Every player and participant needs to be able to see the plans and 

procedures and will be ready to follow them.
 They’re in place to keep everyone safe. 

2. Contact Tracing
 All players should expect to record their name, address, contact phone, time of arrival and 

departure (at least) for each day’s play. 
 It’s not meant to annoy. It’s required by the law. 
 If any person at the game is later found to be sick then this is how you will be notified. 
 Clubs/Teams will maintain contact trace record lists for 56 days afters each playing day.
 MyCricket could work for players but will not work for spectators, visitors and friends. All these

people must be contact traced also. (No need to bother with passers-by.)
 Some clubs may use QR Code check-in schemes but there must also be a paper record for all 

those who cannot use their mobile phones (for any reason).

3. Unwell Players
 Anyone who has symptoms (sore throat, cough, runny nose, persistent headache, high 

temperature etc) should never hesitate to opt out of their game. 
 Unwell people are advised to seek medical advice.
 Anyone can ask players and captains about their health. It’s not rude.
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 Umpires have NO authority to demand players stand down. We have to rely on people to be 
sensible. 

 Replacements Playing Regulation 23.2 allows for seriously ill players to be replaced in 2 
dayers. Possible COVID-19 is considered definitely serious enough.

 It might be a great idea to line up some players to act as late replacements just in case.

4. Social Distancing
 Mostly you’ll be ok when out on the field. Cricket is not a contact sport. 
 Particularly in pavilions, shelters and clubhouses - keep your 1.5m social distance. 
 Clubhouses may be closed or access restricted to minimise this problem.
 Don't share chairs. Clean ‘em before someone else uses it.
 Expect change rooms to be unavailable. You may need to travel wearing your cricket gear.
 Keep your bags and gear away from other peoples’.
 This all still applies when it RAINS – prepare to shelter in your car (if you can)

5. Things to avoid
 Handshakes, fistbumps, high fives etc etc (actual personal contact is out)
 Swappng paperwork – team lists, scorebooks, JLT Matchday checklists. Keep it to yourself. 

Use a camera phone or write it in your own notebook. Nobody wants your snotty paperwork, 
thanks!

 Unclean changes of scorers – clean up the chairs and tables, clean the pencils, use fresh 
pencils, 

 Swapping coins at the coin toss.
 Bowler damaging the grass in their runup – umpires will not share bowling markers, bowlers 

will be using their own markers.
 Spitting on the ground.
 Using saliva (spit) on the ball – There will be a new law in cricket soon that prohibits this but 

the reason should be obvious.
 Handing the ball to the umpire – umpires are instructed to avoid handling the ball
 Handing bowlers’ hats, sunnies, jumpers to the umpire - umpires are instructed to avoid 

handling these. 
 Put ‘em on the ground behind the keeper or behind the umpire or in the water hatch or over 

the boundary. Law 28.2.1.3  (Dead ball - 5 penalty runs) still applies if the ball hits discarded 
clothing. Watch out for a Management Committee directive about this.

 Remaking the stumps – Umpires are instructed to do this only.
 Sharing of: helmets, pads, gloves, bats, hi vis vests, shoes, counters, chairs, cups, 

waterbottles, drinks, snacks, sunscreen, pens and all the things I haven’t thought of.

6. Other tips
 If you don't have to touch it, don't touch it. 
 Safety above everything for you and everyone.
 EVERYONE is advised to bring their own hand-sanitiser and dry tissues. Don’t rely on clubs to 

provide ‘em.
 Wash your hands – especially when you arrive, before you eat or drink, when you leave
 Bring your own water, drinks, food. Don’t rely on canteens. They’re likely unavailable.
 Captains and Umpires will have some things to discuss before the match especially early in the

season. 

Is there anything else? Please don't hesitate to raise it with your team, your club, or the Association 
(Email secretary@qsdca.com.au  )  
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